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In 2015, the Department of Transport 
and Main Roads (TMR) signed Cultural 
Heritage Management Agreements 
with two groups: the Western Wakka 
Wakka Aboriginal party and the 
Jagera Aboriginal party.  Each party is 
responsible for a separate section of 
the alignment. 

Western Wakka Wakka: from Murphys 
Creek Road to the Gore Highway at 
Athol.

Jagera: from Twidales Road, Helidon 
(Warrego Highway East) to Murphys 
Creek Road.
 
A number of areas of Aboriginal cultural 
significance have been identified and 
consultation is ongoing.  There have 
been procedures including sub-surface 
investigations to discover and research 
more about the history beneath the 
surface of the ground. 

Cultural heritage management is a 
key focus for the Toowoomba Second 
Range Crossing (TSRC) project.  

Our team of environmental 
specialists is working to minimise 
and mitigate the project’s 
construction impacts.

This is being achieved by working with 
Traditional Owners to identify and 
protect culturally significant artefacts 
and places, as well as notifying 
authorities in relation to Aboriginal 
cultural heritage and historical cultural 
heritage discovery.

Aspects of the project which have the 
potential to disturb or damage cultural 
heritage sites include:

•	 vegetation clearing for the 
development of site access tracks 
and site establishment

•	 topsoil stripping and earthworks 
disturbing the ground surface

•	 cut and fill activities.

Cultural Heritage

TOOWOOMBA SECOND RANGE CROSSING

To most people’s surprise, previously disturbed areas still 
hold the potential to find sites and artefacts. Even in ploughed 
paddocks, stone tools and other artefacts are still found. 

This helps each of the Aboriginal 
parties to piece together the history of 
their ancestors. During construction of 
the project, cultural heritage monitors 
will be present during vegetation 
clearing activities, as well as any 
ground disturbance to a depth of  
0.5 metres. This is to ensure that 
impacts to cultural heritage are avoided 
or minimised. 

Examples of artefacts (right)



What is historical cultural heritage?

Historical, or European, cultural heritage relates to any part 
of Queensland’s history that is not part of an Indigenous 
culture. Items of historical cultural heritage can most often be 
identified in advance of a construction project commencing.  

For the TSRC project, three items of historical significance 
have been identified from the Queensland Heritage Register. 
These include the Queensland Rail Main Range Railway Line 
in Ballard, the Baillie Henderson Hospital in Cranley and the 
Bicentennial National Trail north of Withcott.  

European history is not limited to the items registered 
through the Queensland Heritage Register, but can also 
include other locations significant to the local history. 
Examples of these include the old Toowoomba to Wallangarra 
Railway Line, old homesteads and house sites, stock routes 
and old survey markers. 

Toowoomba’s historical landmarks

The Main Range Railway Line was extended to Toowoomba 
in 1867 and is one of Queensland’s most advanced early 
public works.  It was the first railway line to cross the Great 
Dividing Range and possibly the first narrow gauge main line 
in the world.  The railway line is heritage listed from Murphy’s 
Creek railway crossing to the Ruthven Street overbridge 
at Harlaxton.  To preserve this important part of European 
history, the TSRC design incorporates a viaduct which will 
allow for construction to occur without damage to the railway 
line.

The Baillie Henderson Hospital is significant with regard 
to the development of mental health care in Queensland 
since 1890.  While the site is located just outside the TSRC 
alignment boundary, the still working hospital is recognised 
as a sensitive receptor for air quality, noise, light and 
vibration issues.  

The Baillie Henderson Hospital is also significant for 
agricultural purposes as it was the first location in 
Queensland to trial soil conservation banks. Frank Skinner, 

a soil conservation extension officer from the Department 
of Primary Industries, was the lead officer in carrying out 
trials in the working farm previously found in the paddocks 
surrounding the hospital. The soil conservation banks have 
not been maintained since the 1960s and some evidence 
remains in the paddocks. The banks and farm can be seen in 
historical aerial photography. 

 

The Bicentennial National Trail is a 5330 kilometre long 
trekking route from Cooktown, far north Queensland to 
Healesville, Victoria. The TSRC crosses the National Trail at 
Gittens Road, Withcott. The Trail is actively used by walkers, 
horse riders, camel riders, trail bike riders and motor sport 
enthusiasts and was developed over 18 months by Dan 
Seymour (sponsored by R. M. Williams) to explore the option 
of a National Horse Trail.  

The Toowoomba Second Range Crossing is the largest Australian Government 
funding commitment to a single road project in Queensland’s history. It is a 41 km 
road bypass route to the north of Toowoomba. When finished, it will connect the 
Warrego Highway at Helidon Spa in the east to the Gore Highway at Athol in the 
west via Charlton. 
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Working together

Thank you for your support and patience as we 
deliver this important project.  Nexus is committed 
to minimising impacts on local residents and the 
environment, and we look forward to working with you 
throughout construction of the TSRC.

Please contact a member of the Community Relations 
team on 1800 198 878 or email  
info@nexustsrc.com.au to register for project updates 
or to receive more information about upcoming 
activities.

Soil conservation banks near Baillie Henderson Hospital, 1955

An example of a test pit being undertaken by the Western Wakka 
Wakka Aboriginal party at Wellcamp
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